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Intangible Cultural Heritage Protection and Common
Prosperity of Farmers in a Digital Environment:
Evidence from the CFPS

1 . 1 . . 2
Tan Na, Li Xue, Fang Jinping
(1. International School of Economics and Trade, Shanghai Lixin University of Accounting and Finance, Shanghai

201209, China; 2. Price Monitoring and Research Department, Zhejiang Economic & Information Center,
Hangzhou 310012, China)

Summary: Intangible cultural heritage (ICH), as a form of cultural capital, plays a vital role in advan-
cing rural revitalization and promoting common prosperity among farmers. In recent years, national and local
governments in China have introduced a series of policies to unlock the potential of ICH in enhancing rural in-
comes. However, the effectiveness of these efforts varies across regions. Meanwhile, the rapid development of
the digital economy has enabled broader dissemination of ICH, allowing individuals to generate income bey-
ond traditional geographic constraints. This raises the question of whether ICH protection will affect the com-
mon prosperity of farmers in different ways in a digital environment.

Drawing on data from the China Family Panel Studies (CFPS), matched with the national ICH list and
city-level panel data, this paper employs fixed-effects models and RIF regressions to empirically evaluate the
impact of ICH protection on the common prosperity of farmers and the moderating role of a digital environ-
ment. The results show that ICH protection not only enhances farmers’ absolute income, but also helps narrow
income disparities, thereby promoting common prosperity. However, the effects vary across different types of
ICH, with craftsmanship and performing arts showing more pronounced benefits. Moreover, a favorable digit-
al environment significantly amplifies the positive effect of ICH protection on absolute income, while its ef-
fect on reducing income inequality is somewhat diminished. Mechanism testing further reveals that the promo-
tion of non-agricultural employment and the return migration of rural labor are key channels through which di-
gitalization exerts its moderating influence.

This paper makes the following marginal contributions: First, it enriches the literature on rural revitaliza-
tion and common prosperity by providing empirical evidence on the role of ICH protection, thus expanding the
empirical scope of common prosperity research. Second, it extends the research frontier of cultural economics
by incorporating rural and digital economic development into its analytical framework. By identifying the het-
erogeneous effects of different types of ICH and the moderating role of digitalization, this paper offers practic-

al insights for leveraging local cultural resources to advance the common prosperity of farmers.
Key words: intangible cultural heritage; common prosperity; digitization; non-agricultural

employment; return migration of rural labor
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