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Export Orientation, Technology Types and Intra-firm
Technology Transfers of Multinationals .
Evidence from Japanese Enterprises in China

Fan Jianting, Wang Li

(School of International Business Administration, Shanghai University

of Finance and Economics, Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract: The FDI technology spillover effects have received lots of attention. Howev-
er, there is lack of sufficiency study of intra-firm technology transfer of multinationals be-
ing the source of such effects. Based on the survey of Japanese manufacturer firms in Chi-
na, this paper distinguishes the technology transfer from parent companies into two types,
production manufacturing technology and production management mode, and further ex-
amines the effects of export orientation of different target markets on technology transfer
of transnational corporations form a micro perspective. It comes to the results as follows:
firstly, the export to Japanese market produces an obvious positive effect on promoting
production manufacturing mode transfer and no direct effect on production management
mode transfer; however, export has an indirect effect on production management technol-
ogy transfer through production manufacturing technology transfer; secondly, the export
to other countries has no significant effect on both technology transfers; thirdly, factors
such as shareholding, internationalization experience and R&.D level of parent companies
and local R&.D and staff training of subsidiaries also have effects on technology transfers.
It provides enlightenment about how to improve the technology spillover effect of FDI in
China.

Key words: multinational firm; export orientation; technology type; technology
transfer
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