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The Evolution of Regional Economic Development
and Spatial Structure in China since 1978

LIU Nai-quan,LIU Xue-hua,ZHAO Li-gang

(Institute of Finance and Economics . Shanghai University

of Finance and Economics, Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract: From a spatial perspective, the paper analyzes the evolution
of Chinese regional economic development strategy and its function mecha-
nism since 1978. The analysis shows that the regional development strategy
shift from imbalance development to relatively harmonious development has
obtained a better combination of overall efficiency and spatial equality. We
have gained considerable experience in 30 years of reform and opening-up,
but due to the lack of joint development mechanism among eastern, central
and western regions of china,the regional development gap is still expanding.
Therefore, our future regional development strategy should be aimed to
form reasonable spatial structure and realize the equilibrium between overall
efficiency and spatial structure. The harmonious economic development a-
mong regions can be improved by some ways, such as spatial convergence
and regional economic joint development. The four-wheel drive and main
function region strategy will be beneficial to harmonious regional develop-
ment and sustainable growth.

Key words: reform and opening-up; regional economic development;
spatial structure; spatial equality (FTHESE # M
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