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A Survey on Institutional Change of Agricultural
Infrastructure Construction in Transitional Period:
An Empirical Study on*“Xuwen Practice”

MA Pei-Qu

(School of Economics and Management » Henan University of
Science and Technology, Luoyang 471023, China)

Abstract: This paper revealed that the core-logic of the institutional
changes lay in chasing irrigation profit, whose internal power lay in the inte-
gration of three forces, the farmers’spontaneous pursuit of profit, commu-
nity elite’s participation and the economic incentive from local government,
based on the systematic investigation on the agricultural infrastructure insti-
tutional change in Xuwen County in Guangdong Province. Furthermore, the
article pointed out that the enlargement of the economic freedom of peasants
and the profiting sources of production were the bases for the formation of
sustainable mechanism of agricultural infrastructure construction, which
would be conducive to the formation of stable profit expectation and mean-
while encourage farmers to the investment of agricultural infrastructure and
improve its utilization efficiency; however, the supplying force of rural col-
lective action system restrained stagnancy of institutional change and its eco-
nomic efficiency. This was the unique theoretical and practical value which
“Xuwen Practice” contained.

Key words: transitional period; agricultural infrastructure; irrigation

profit; institutional change (F/E5pE &+ M)
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