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A Research on the Division Effects
among Cities in China

LI Pe1

(Research Center for Regional Economics and Urban

Management s Renmin University of China s Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract: The urban system is of hierarchy, openness and cooperation.
This paper establishes a theoretical model to analyze the relationship be-
tween urban hierarchy and division effect. Based on the retrospect of the
transitional path of cities scale in China, this paper specifies the benchmark
for testifying our theoretical model. The spatial econometric testing shows
that from 1990 to 2004 there exists a distinguished division effect among cit-
ies on prefecture level. In a sense, the three metropolitan areas might be said to
represent three distinct stages in the development of China’s urbanization.

Key words: urban system; metropolitan area; spatial panel data
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