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Individualism, Interest Distribution and
the Condition for Realization of Collective Interest

ZENG Jun-ping
(School of Public Economics and Administration, Shanghai University of
Finance and Economics, Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract: On what condition the collective interest can be captured by
the groups consist of rational individuals? Based on the methodology of indi-
vidualism, this paper has made an inquiry into the general condition to real-
ize the collective interest from the perspective of interest distribution. It
shows, as for the collective interest as ideal type social state, that the condi-
tion can be expressed in turn by fair resolution of distributional conflict, in-
dividual justice, zero greed incentive, greed are effectively restrained by the
rule and the resolution of conflict in the rule choice. The study on the general
principle has significant normative implication for the choice and design of
the suitable institution to realize the ideal target of human being.

Key words: collective interest; individualism; distributional conflict;
greed incentive; institutions and rules (FTHERE.F M)
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