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Does Export Trade Improve Firms’

Productivity in China?
——DBased on the Data of Manufacturing
Enterprises in 2007

LI Chun-ding', ZHAO Mei-ying”

(1. Institute of World Economics and Politics, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences ,
Beijing 100732, China ;2. School of Economics and Management s Huaibei Coal
Industry Teachers College s Huaibei 235000, China)

Abstract: The paper uses the sample of over 300 000 manufacturing en-
terprises and tests the effect of export trade in China on firms’ productivity.
The results show that export trade has negative influence on productivity in
China, which may be due to too many processing trade enterprises, the iner-
tia of export firms and high costs of domestic market access in China. There-
fore, our enterprises should improve export quality, promote structure
transfer and industrial upgrading, and maximally exert export’ s active
effects.

Key words: export trade; productivity; new-new trade theory
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