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The Health Care Use of Urban Households with
Low Health Insurance and the Behavioral
Effect of Medical Insurance System Design:
Based on Urban Households Survey in Lanzhou,
Xining and Baiyin

FANG Li-ming', ZHANG Xiu-lan®

(1.School of Insurance and Economics, University of International Business and
Economics, Beijing 100029, China ;2.School of Social Development and Public Policy s

Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: The solution to the difficulty in seeing a doctor referring to
households with low health insurance is closely related to basic social fair-
ness.Based on a sample of 17 690 households of three north-west cities in
China, this paper empirically studies the medical issues of households with
low health insurance. The results show that, owing to distort incentive
mechanisms in medical institutions and payment structure placing particular
emphasis on hospital reimbursement, households with low health insurance
and ordinary households are both apt to buy medicine without a prescription
and reduce out-patient use, thus households with low health insurance which
often face survival crises make their illness delayed or even more serious.
Personal accounts can not spread illness risk among different groups or in
different stages of individual life cycle. And the basic medical insurance for
employees has significant positive impacts on the inpatient use of young and
middle-aged households with low health insurance, but no effects on old-
aged ones.

Key words: health insurance; household with low health insurance;

health care service; medical assistance (R1EHRE F M)
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