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Economic Man in Chinese Traditional Ethics

HE Xuan

(School of International Trade and Economics . Guangdong University of Foreign

Studies , Guangzhou 510006, China)

Abstract: In mainstream economics’ view, the pursuit of utility maxi-
mization is a basic criterion of social individual rational behavior. This paper
considers that the fundamental drawback of the rational assumptions of ma-
instream economics is the lack of a revelation of unique complex features of
specific human society. Mainstream economists always lose sight of practice
which exists beyond western civilization in real life, that is to say Zhongyong
rationality. This paper tries to introduce Zhongyong rationality into a ration-
al economic man model, and discuss the evolution of Zhongyong rational
economic man and its existing space in Chinese traditional ethics.

Key words: utility maximization; rational economic man; Zhongyong
rationality
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