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The Prelude to China Model: Sun Yat-sen’s
Principle of People’s Livelihood

CHENG Lin, SONG Shuang-jie
(School of Economics . Shanghai University of Finance and

Economics, Shanghai 200434, China)

Abstract: China model mainly refers to the economic development strat-
egies and development models adopted by China since its reform and opening
up. However, China model is not only a contemporary proposition, but also
a historical one, and is the extension of China’s pursuit of prosperity and
modernization in the modern times. Sun Yat-sen’s views on China’s devel-
opment path are the most representative and foresighted, whose principle of
people’s livelihood has exerted a far-reaching influence on the formation of
China model of today. There are some points of similarity between China
model and the development strategy of Sun Yat-sen’s principle of people’s
livelihood and the ones between China’s real construction and Sun Yat-sen’s
planning. The understanding of this development strategy is the key to the
comprehension of the economic system changes in China since the 20th cen-
tury. The impact of the development strategy of Sun Yat-sen’s principle of
people’s livelihood on the formation of China model is due to the same his-
torical and cultural background, similar theoretical sources and social real-
ities.

Key words: China model; Sun Yat-sen; the principle of people’s liveli-
hood; development strategy
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