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The Opportunity of Participating in Insurance,
Security Level and Equality in Health Care
Services: Analysis of Regional Disparity in

City A, Guangdong Province

QU Ting-ting, SHEN Shu-guang

(Lingnan College, SUN Yat-sen University, Guangzhou 510275, China)

Abstract: Based on a two-part model, this paper employs the micro da-
ta of insured individuals from the information management system of urban
employees’ social health insurance in city A in Guangdong province to study
the effects of the opportunity of participating in insurance and security level
on the insured’s utilization of health care services and the equality among
three areas in this city. It arrives at the conclusions as follows: firstly, the e-
quality in the opportunity of participating in insurance overall promotes inter
-region equality in health care services, but cannot fundamentally solve the
unfair pro-rich utilization of health care services; secondly, real reimburse-
ment ratio has a significantly positive effect on the utilization of health care
services at the stage of frequency decision-making, confirming the possible
existence of excessive medical treatment, and deductible standard has limit-
ed constraints on the insured’s rational utilization choice; thirdly, the utili-
zation of special diseases outpatient health care services achieves the equality
among the three regions, but the utilization of inpatient health care services
at the stage of contact decision-making does not realize the equality among
the three regions, mainly owing to the dual differences in inter-region in-
comes levels and the utilization rates of inpatient health care services.

Key words: health care utilization; equality; regional disparity; micro
data (wHESRE F M)
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