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Value Reversal of Traditional Economic Thought in
the Supply of Public Goods in Rural China:Giving
Support to the People or Distributing Profits?

ZHANG Jun

(School of Economics ,Anhui University of Finance & Economics Bengbu 233030,China)

Abstract: The thinkers in the pre-Qin dynasty took the paradigm of giving
support to the people as the theoretical reference and put forward relatively perfect
economic thought in the supply of rural public goods, embodying the important
value of giving support to the people. But when there was a conflict between the
interests of the ruler and the interests of farmers,the effect of the supply of rural
public goods must deviate from the value of giving support to the people,leading
to the value reversal of economic thought in the supply of rural public goods. The
underlying reasons for this value refusal are as follows:irstly,the ruler had
a position of ideological dominance with the society; the modes of common
ground and well-off laid the epistemological basis of the supply of rural pub-
lic goods and designed the political logic of profits distribution of the ruler;
Chinese-style “public-private distinction” stressed the absolute authority of
the public, further eliminating the farmers’ rights to public participation and
providing the conditions for the parochialism of rural public interests; the
thought of state intervention in land property dominated in the long-term,
providing benefit resources for the ruler and his agents.

Key words: the supply of rural public goods; value reversal; profit dis-

tribution; economic thought
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