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The Increase in Household Income and Restrictions
on Family Care:On Reasons for the Enlargement
of Income Gap from a Perspective of the
Cambination between Market and Households

LIU Na,LIU Chang-geng

(School of Business » Xiangtan University » Xiangtan 411105,China)

Abstract: This paper combines market and households by time use analysis and accu-
rately measures the restriction role of family care provision in the increase in household in-
come by using the information of 10 970 urban-rural individuals in 2010. And it decompo-
ses the contribution of family care provision to the income gap. It shows that family care
provision plays a negative restriction role in the increase in household income. The increase
in the proportion of care time to total time by 1% leads to the significant reduction in indi-
vidual income by 0.37%. Rural residents, especially middle and low income groups, are af-
fected greatly; the restriction role of family care provision in the increase in household in-
come also gives rise to the further enlargement of the income gap; restrictions on family
care are the important factor stopping middle income group being close to high income
group, and the urban internal gap is affected even more. Therefore, China should focus
on the advancement of the reform related to care labor in order to alleviate the conflict
between work and family, promote the establishment of household satellite accounts and
advance fundamentally the recognition of the value of unpaid work.

Key words: family care; income gap; time use; combination between market and
households
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