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Political Turnover and Public Investment in
Transportation Infrastructure:
Evidence from the Data of Provincial Officials in China
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Abstract: In the existing official governance model of decentralized competition and
centralized promotion, investment and construction of transportation infrastructure bear
the main task of competition aiming at economic growth carried out by local governments.
Based on the micro-data of provincial officials, this paper empirically analyzes the effects of
political turnover at local level on public investment in transportation infrastructure and
fluctuations in local investment. It reaches the following conclusions: firstly,the effect of "
a new broom sweeps clean" exists in deed, and political turnover significantly promotes
public investment in transportation infrastructure; secondly, there exists an identifiable
pattern in the relationship between political turnover at provincial level and public invest-
ment in transportation infrastructure,namely "a new broom sweeps clean" at initial stage
of tenure and the prevention of “one sows and another reaps” at outgoing stage, meaning
that public investment in transportation infrastructure constantly increases at initial stage
of tenure and then slowly decreases,an inverted U-shape feature.

Key words: political turnover; public investment in transportation infrastructure; po-

litical promotion-based incentive (%% £ %)



