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including 254 high-tech firms. The empirical results show that, without considering other factors, three
sub-dimensions of relational learning(information sharing, joint sense-making, relationship-specific
memory )have significant positive effects on firm performance; After putting ambidextrous innovation
into the research model, ambidextrous innovation plays fully the mediating role respectively in the
relationship between information sharing and firm performance, and between relationship-specific
memory and firm performance. But the mediating role of ambidextrous innovation in the relationship
between joint sense-making and firm performance is not supported, So ambidextrous innovation plays a
partial mediating role in the relationship between relational learning and firm performace. It discusses
the limitations of the research and puts forward the practical recommendations for future research. And
it shows that ambidextrous innovation can better analyze the impact of relational learning on firm
performance, and the results can provide useful reference for firms to carry out relational learning
activities and enhance ambidextrous innovation ability under the background of transitional economy.
Key words: relationship learning; ambidextrous innovation; firm performance
(ritsit: £ %)

a0 0 a0 0 0 e 0 0 e e D e e O

(LEFE3IN)
Might Distance Generate Isolation? The Co-evolution Case
Study of Overseas Emigrant Entrepreneur Networks and
Host Country Cluster Networks

Zhang Min, Zhang Yili
(Business School, Wenzhou University, Wenzhou 325035, China )

Abstract: The co-evolution between overseas emigrant entrepreneur networks and cluster
networks in host countries is very important to gain the initiative in the going-out strategy. The emigrant
entrepreneurs expect to grasp innovation resources from the cluster networks in host countries, as well as
adopt isolation strategy to some extent for self-protection. This paper takes Chinese emigrants to Italy as
a focal study, explains how the emigrant entrepreneur networks intertwine with cluster networks in host
countries and analyzes changing rules between three characteristic distance variables, namely
institutional distance, ability distance and cultural distance, and isolation state in the process of network
co-evolution . The findings reveal that the interest games in the process of network co-evolution cause
the existing of distance. Although distance generate isolation, the minimum level of distance is not equal
to the minimized probability of isolation and culture distance can predict the probability of isolation
antecedently. In turn, it highlights the decrease in three kinds of distance, especially culture distance, to
weaken the motive for the implementation of protection-oriented isolation strategy and accelerate the co-
evolution between overseas emigrant entrepreneur networks and cluster networks in host countries.

Key words: overseas emigrant entrepreneur network; cluster network in host countries;
isolation; distance
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