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The Evolution and Prospects of Research Topics in Chinese
Accounting: An Analysis from the Perspective of Scholars

Q1 Haodong, Gong Weilian, Su Qiqi, Zhu Wei

(School of Accountancy, Shandong University of Finance and Economics, Jinan 250014, China)

Summary: The construction of Chinese modernization requires the concerted support of the independ-
ent knowledge system of philosophy and social sciences including accounting. The construction of China’s in-
dependent accounting knowledge system relies on the knowledge production and innovation activities conduc-
ted by accounting theoretical research. Taking the impact of academic research activities on discipline devel-
opment as a perspective, to analyze the law and the driving factors of the evolution of accounting research top-
ics is of great significance for revealing the logic of knowledge production, optimizing the paths for discipline
development, and thus advancing the construction of China’s independent accounting knowledge system.

Taking academic papers published in CSSCI journals by representative accounting scholars as a carrier,
this paper reviews and analyzes the evolution of research topics in Chinese accounting since the reform and
opening up. It reveals that Chinese accounting theory research has generally undergone three stages: research
focused on the restoration and reconstruction of accounting systems; research focused on the market-oriented
economic reform and the development of capital markets; research focused on the comprehensively deepening
reform and high-quality development. The evolution of research topics in Chinese accounting has been pro-
foundly affected by development of the economy and the society, improvement in the quality of education, de-
velopment of capital markets, progress in technology, and disciplinary institutions. To construct a high-level
independent accounting knowledge system that adapts to Chinese modernization, accounting scholars need to
root their research in Chinese management practices, adhere to academic innovation and practical application,
unify goal orientation with problem orientation, and ensure that research methods align with the nature of re-
search topics.

The main contributions of this paper are as follows: First, it analyzes the evolutionary characteristics of
accounting research topics based on the papers published by representative accounting scholars, and innovat-
ively summarizes the development trends of accounting research by taking accounting scholars as the entry
point. Second, it demonstrates the evolution of accounting research topics in a more comprehensive way by
combining scientific measurement and manual search methods to systematically analyze the trends of research
topics and key words. Third, it uses statistical data to explore the impact of scholar background and research
methods on the evolution of research topics, so as to reveal the relationship between discipline development
and scholar research.

Key words: independent accounting knowledge system; accounting scholars; accounting research;

research topics; evolutionary characteristics
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