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AN ] R A Ak 1 2 W o i B RE L, 5 o, A N — B ) 11 2 2880 L 4 o) 45 9 i e [ 2 £ g PR 325
b B R TE I FR A, i 1R R A B A BRSNS

BIEHSE RN 3 FiR . 55 1—4 SIS RIFF G . LSS 4 90 06, 45 2R 5K isolate flitH 5
BOAE 1% W FMACE W N IE, LRGSR “Hba g B 508 o, 0 “sEba eg " B Z0m 5, 5
ST 8 8T I B BRI R AR B B 1k 8 1 1 1 A 9% 1) 7 4 R T PN B T I 2 J e RS i R X

R 2, o] fife g 3 — P BG e 7 25 S 8 3 et il 4 5 2 53l ik QR L4 ik A O =UHE N B T]
1, DRI A0 2R PR A 2 805 4 A g 3t o 5 0 et 4 Je g 5 o, gl R 8 A 28 L 1 i 7 A 9
1 & AT, B — B, G R R R 2 )R, — [ G X N BRI A
B8 T NI A S Tt N 2 8 38 Ao V) T B AN A AR B 1k e B AL R . DRI, B
A, SR B AT BOR Y [ G L, X SR BB R 7 A B SR A R SR T S rr) ey
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A Tl IO 12 R A6 A7 258 A AR 17 i AP XU, 7 e i ¢ TR e A K s i b o (B4 NN 2,
SRS SRR, 5 RS I A L, RE R RS 1 S R e i A R U AR X 8 2,
] A2 1 BN A A Rk — IS e 7

®3 DIDKE: HERHERE HRETAN

A5l confirm_grow

(1 () (3) (4)
isolate 0.103™ 0.091" 0.048™ 0.036™"
(0.044) (0.039) (0.019) (0.013)

A il

Il 2% [ A A ] f i)
PP i ] 72 250 ] il
Y] i 11 R A L il
N 5539 5539 5539 5539

R p 0.005 0.030 0.260 0.270

SEBR L TG R RE X — R U RE ey, [ B ik 2 A 0 BT AL e v ORI AR R
Bz RGN, 54 EARYE A B AN R E T A R, X LR AR B I R
e JBE 7 TRIAF AR B0R 28 5, AT 5 30— 288 5] 52 T 125 38 o S A 0 928 DX B3 9™y A 35 SR BEL 1= 4
A . BARUTT Bk

Fo, Hy T 25 1B X0 3 17 88 3t IX B9 N B A8 A8 o) B SR ™ 7 R B 5 TP AR AR 25 57, 2
it AR T A8 i I 2 9 N 5 T R 2l aod BRGE A A i A [ K 9 5 16 S8 A B A8, AN 45
FER A ) BOHRE R Ao T L, b AR B X N S o i o A AT A o AR SN B [ PR AT
AR ARAR XS Bk, 5 P8 B A7 AE [ PR A7 3 T B AR AT s A T 221 JEE e I A S R A 2 D Y T g,
XA R AN R R A Ao A AR ) 78T I A 8 1 T8 AL X A fih S5 DA T 2 28

FE, T BRI 7 B AT TR AR (R P ] ) A0 s i 1 (7 A DR IR ) o, Bl
PFENG AW KR, B e 7 T AR G e T [ L) A ot X A% 1 5 A, R A0 [ R Ak 2 AOUEE X b [ S
S B, (A5 R b LA 8 R XA S G T RE RS B e i A B S A b
[l 0 BROABE ™ 3 — ™38 ISR A ) 8 R M DX, AT S B0 28 156 B 30 ] Bt 2 2 B 0 o [ S5 A
B A X — B B S 4 B P ROR R A T 41

R, (LA H A R, R 2% [ A S 1 T AL A R 75 0 TR LA D A [, Bt 8 5
S St 4 S R 1 T 5 A T SRR RE IR TS 9 47 AR, TR 4 St ™ S A T R 1
V1893 e 8 1 T 348 0L 2% 5 S it S A A1 BT SR ) Rl R A . 3 22 5o AR T, AR SCICUESS R AN R, 5
“ERRE T R A L, R R RS G I O BT SN X R, Ay O B U T R
ST * SR A v IBCSRE ] R  RE 1 E  E A 9E  BREA

SR b, — HLE ] [ A A 7 R 0 2 O R B AT e R R A, IR A0 [ 1 E AR AR R
P JEE b BB T2 [ 4 DA B2 156 07 4 R o ) M, X SR O™ W A B 4 il 1) 1 5, L BUR A
FR AR AT RE A T8I 6 P2 175 7 ] PA A B0 2004 o B0 SR WL TS0, T 80 Ay e B X2 1 10 S L A
B YRR TR, N ARG RO M o 2 T I, BATPREAE R LA YDA 2 A [ Bt 2 i) 540
By 5 S5 L, A B i e 8 15 By 4 114 4 1T S5, Ok — 25 AT S5t ™ 5 A A T I 00 e 4 17 A
BN AR A
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4. FAfRPERS B

(1) A7 w5

{5 %5 Serfling(2016) 5 5 ¥ 2t 'k DID VA7 #a FBOE (0 5 1%, AR SCHE T 4 00 B ik i A 20 45
SR, FE R B BOR W B 2R, SER 25 ) BE 2 RGBT e T 9% Rk e A B K B A
25 W R PAT ISR PR T I, 2k 5 4 R AR AR SCE LR

(2) S 1) A AR e

7 L& — [ R B B ) St P B H A R e I 2 SRR A ) 3 0 i BB, 33k — 5 1) PR AR
()R 25 X AR SO T4 S = A T4 FETF i, A1 439032 T OLS 1813 DL K A A7 3 BT 55 5 5% confirm
5 restrict Z [ J5z 1] PR 2R () @47 25 4

Ho—, FRATT A4S T A B8 45 45 15 0t 114) 7™ 7 B2 JE (restrict) N AL 42, 46 E7E 202045 1 H 31 HZ
HI Y BT 0612 N B80S 1 (confirm_before) % O it BEAS T A7 1A 4387 o 25 R I, confirm_before
it REOFA W2 UEWITERENE 1, 45 R A B8 48 13 4 it 7™ 0 R B 5 1 ) R A0 G Jek
NEORA B ECHR o TR L, FRAT153 FH A A7 50 5 1 75 58 4% 45 1 4 il S it Bk ] 02 75
5512 H W W1 e A 2% . 1 % Kroszner Al Strahan(1999) Fll Beck 25 (2010) (19 f i, A SC i
Weibul WU 5 HEAT R 90 o 1A RL ] DL R 25 ¢ — 00 B JRke e N B0 75 25 5 el 2% 1] Al o g™
B 15 S A B AT A B (8] S5 . 45 R 7R, confirm_before fliiT R EUAN W35, X 2 — [ “ T [§
B B 7 St DL S St I 1] AN 520 R e N s TR R R R, R SEUE S R
YIRFNAIE

(3) 3F PSM-DID ¥5: 5

RT3 S AN () B A T O [ R AE BRI R N LR R AFRRIE ) R G 25 e XA S
BUNBCR = A T, ARG R EL R E(STENETRR ARKR LR, B DA%
KV VBT R AT AN RS DL RO S S E A AR A ), FRATRIREA AT T PSM VL, TE
W FERN -, FATT58 FH PSM-DID 7537 5% il Iy 157 B 30— [0 e it 4 Js e N B 520 - 1
o o 25 R WK, JCIe HE T AN UC IC 7 ik, SCI AL X B E R F R A B R A R EE R,
P T s R, G 36 45 SR R B ACTE S

BT PSM-DID (IS5 RN 4 7R o G5 IR, Toig 3 Tl R DL IE J5 2, isolate i T 52 4K

HYZE DA 10% 53K OF 1835 0 IF 35 70 i 5 00 1 0 DA R A 9 R G D 5
AR SCEE AR B M R
& 4 PSM-DID #3%
R ABVC L PN AR DL
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6)
isolate 0.134" 0.083° 0.162" 0.102" 0.140" 0.079"
(0.058) (0.046) (0.072) (0.047) (0.075) (0.038)
[ % 1 557 il il il il il il
] ] 151 20 £l Pkl Pl ik Pl et
Y —HsF ] [ S 2, il il kil
N 1500 1500 4725 4725 1825 1825
Rz_p 0.210 0.226 0.189 0.211 0.265 0.290

OF-3iCp R Nilfealid iy /N
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SO B R R R e e R LA, 4% ATk S R TVGHCR BT Z R A
GBI 19 B 4 R R TR A B 6 I oA BEL L B e B A A
B R 2 2, R S, T B, AR e 1 e & L, B AR S5 I L R B B L D 5 55 [
FRAT X v R T T A B R, (0 O e R AR AR A 5 208 R B X
i ] A SRR T e ] SR BT A A U A A A B A T 2, 30 ] R4 R e 92 I 4 o Ak SR R A
X Gl i g X — A N B i 1) B 52 W 7

S b, 2 5 ) e EE LA R VR AR U R v PR M S R T, TE R PR B R AN AR T
O EE T SRR, 45 B AL B T e I A B 5 AL R, AN AU T 1 B A it T LA
T2 [ P B 17 A LR B B Y R . 3R T UL, AR S8 A W R A R o S A [ P R e
15 FE AL Y5 B R AR b, 7 Bt At DA PR AR R A AT T T A A R R A B 4 S N

(—) P00 32 46 A 7

FERENS vhih T, 45 B BUR AR Ak bl 82 5% BT FH L P 3842 i it o A S X 2 1 0 B B T A5
PERIRG R 35 b3 A0 T Eb, VAT 1 EURE IR T T TR TR LB e S S B R AR AT O B FE A, i3 AR AR
38 FRAG B ) 2 0 3 45 ] PR SR Ko 2 155 19 PR B 4 R

S2Br b, VR Google HE H ) — Kk T4 % H 2520 M A B FH 7 5, 45 B kA #5838 5 0 M Google
SERBL AT P R A5 L, 32 5 o X — B R] P A S B4 T R AT AT, A9 A A Y
Fe— 3 RO AE Google W48 F (1 FA B RIUAH JC e T H NG o 4 8 48 B0nT LU Bt 45 76 1L X Y
R O ) 48 2R AR (18 B ) A s B, LM 3 s A X T DX S s T N 4 2R i Y
R CH T4 IR 2Bk 20352 T, 45 B R BB S Sl Ak 2 KA B AT R R A
LA R AE 2 AR AR 5238 . 7

FLRTT T, FRATTAR 8 76 R0 25 L T 25 VORI HL B2 g — A GBI 78 3 SO 307 R AT B 44 1
PR AL R IE AL 5 IR BNTE T 22 5 (D8, FRATTHE OB in) B 0 4% G B e M T R i HL, 1R
Shy i A5 2R AR AR A R B ) A TR AR, 2 R 2R 8 A0S E v I TR DX R A G 5 BRI 2020 AR
4 H 1 H S S SR O B el il e S 1, TR e OGB48 R AR B L R B, O T
A 3 A5 R L 155 R B R T R AR R X6 TR /N DA ) U — [ 9 I R A 1) N A o R, R
MK 2 ke 348 2 A E IS 1] 3% Sy 2020 4E 4 A 1 B [RIIF, 2% & 38 5@ 585 T 2020 45 1 At R A
B, ALt 1 A 31 B T ZUE A e e A 8 PR OCE M R R AL T A S, AR
DX [E] G e ] 36 2 S 2020 4 1 H 1 H .

FESEIEAE b, BT R BE” “TH BRI MR e R, FRATTA 1 T S e 4% [ P R I
PR B % B v R R = AT B A8 b o He—, “ SebIR 0 B 98 248 BT DA Wi [ BUR L A DL K

O 5 ZHR AR AT LUAR SR A 5] S0 Aty LA A 8 77 42 28 8 R A G b o L M B L P 0 e 175 S MR PE A7 M 0, 1 B R A 7
A o, % BB DI S SR ER AR A A 22 57, BRAIAE CASRAT — S5 [F S0 PO BB 12505 125 k=, % R REHAK) PRy sl A AR R 22
St T HL, % 6 1 PR SCBR T J0 B BB BN (], SR X DA 5 A S AR EAT LB 20 A o

@ BAKITF, 4% 2 4L et (I () R AL 100, AR I 13 1 BB R 2 AR T di o s (RO ARRE DR/, 810, 4 I o F) 498 2R A 2 B v
11 50%, TUITRAR Ay 50, JEIN R 98 2R3 AL B ieh 21 25%, MUITRRAR A 25, T 24 eI 0 (40 R R B AN R B i 1) 1% I, o 1] B A 2
TR BN 0. BHEERIBBULRAR, FTom 2 X A 2 ARTHZ B 8 3R A RV AR FE A X

® Bt 12 7] S A GRS Da 55 (2011 55 B4 I (A A% 3R AR BUS BE BE BE38 OQ U, JRAR 32 BT ; 48 A 3 BAE 4TS, Agiiero Al
Beleche(2017) I 43 i 34 F 5 HIUHL T S8 75 5551 W0 2% 112 3 B TR A5 B, BULBER R DA SIBIFEE T HINT FUBSENs xt
AT A S B g s o
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FR AR X 57 T il 48 3 17 1) R AL AT S T R 88 o PN S 7 4 B 7 e 94 ) K P T S AR 7 R R AR KL
WA B o SRR T ™ SR R AR RO A — € R S b S e — [ A 18 By P R B, A AR
2 W2 I R AR O 1 AT e i A 19 o HC -, A Dy B — [ 9 i AR K RS (B 2R i i
B, TR A R AR BT LA 2% [ U A F 5 55 X 7 e 5 1 1) R L 8 5 9 0 8, M
T A — S L S A 2% [ A S 7 8 42 o 40 Tl ) o 32 M 9 SEE AR RE o — ) VR B 90 R R AR HOHOK,
S T2 ) X 8 17 S AL I 4 ™ 3, o TR R A 2 [ R X R 1 B A Y TR LR P o M
= AR — [ REAR SN T Bl T BRAR S AR AR, LR e 18 R AT LB ke — [ A RN
5 BN LG T S A R, 52 FE P B s PR R R B S IR L B A S R o X R Bl
JHT A 1R 2R, HG I DY R ARz SR AR 2l A A FRL S B 4 A0 Sk 37 i i 2 DL R AR 1
IR, PRI T P F R e ™ 38 R 418 O X A

(EATAE Hh R, TR RE ™ R I 75 007 18 2 B e H S, A A M ] B AT
W R T8 R . 5 Z AR, th T WUR T 2 AT Dl 3 7 UK BT SRR R B A R s e — A
B PR R R B U AR AL, DX B AT TR A A ER R e 1 R A R T R s T EL, LR
T 24T A2 TR AR R ABU 38 22 11 A — 47 A ) I 4 9 Bt — 5 I [B) i 2, S 7 v 4l 12 20
P2 SR 5 B PR A R WL B2 AT O B R R, AT 2020 4F 12 A B9 R B R R 8 BUH
2019 4F [ S 18 20V s 2 I B BELA by A 45 D BE R A

()T 2% B LA N 5 B T G20 18 8 B SE3IE 73 B

AR 3 000 38— [T PN 8 I 42 48 A ) Ak L, FRATTE L G20 [l S T 50 00F 52 5 ¢ 1 B 4% [
X 7 T Al 4 P 17 B0 L DA RO o XA AR B Y SR DAy H—, ST — AN [ SR A O AR AR R AR L
Ji AEAR R B L MO T i [ i A s AT (5 B A SR HRE, G20 B RSN T K
R, LB P R R A Ry, T 45 i AR AR 2 A R i RARAT o T AR D Y A O
WAL, G20 AU &S H A e[ | E R K E S, B G TP E RS BTARAE
S R EOR T 5, HA ARG AR, RERS B M S i 42 BR A O

1. G20 [ X NP A8 AR B A T GE TR LB A

5 Panel A it T G20 [ X R N SR BR AT B PR GE T 4500 . SR R, TR T 9
TR R R R B = A AR BE i AR 4 T R DX (] ok 2 AR R e I A R R, LA
G20 I8 Z AR A 4% [ [ D )52 1 i R 2 R 9 Y T R AP AR B R 22 57

£S5 G EXRPHNEEROHERERITN (R

Panel A: fiitPEGE i Panel B: t o35
75 BAR | WE | fefEz | BUME | BORE il @% il %z‘ 2:MH (p H)
HAR | W | HAR | BE
LRI 378 8.357 | 7.972 1 61 315 8.600 63 7.143 1.457(0.186)
THA 378 8.825 | 11.880 0 96 315 11.127 63 4254 6.873(0.000)
A7 54 -5.630 | 14.310 —64 14 45 —6.800 9 0.222 ~7.022(0.088")

ik — 20 b, SRy s A B R E A [ SR B A A R A 25 S, FRATTAR AR S 0 A% [ R

B A58 A T G20 [ 5K 43k Bl o 1 R kB 8 [ 5%, 7 LG Atk okt SR 5 “ T

BRIV AL HLEBE " S A8 O RIS B AT A 22 A0 5, W3R 5 Panel B iR o Hi—, JEF “ IR

B 1R A BUG P 22 SR I SR, FERE N R, X A3 S SR L R R R B A B A

Jiti 1) T 5, H IR T A A AR BT 4300 8.600 F1 7,143, P AH 22 1.457, IR 4%

I 10% [ MK b 2 X R, 5 AR 7 B M L, R R T I 5 P S R AR N T e i
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HRPENE I G 1 A LR B AR R AR, T BT IR RIS BN A 22 R g R, TR
5 509, XoF 3 A1) SR BB S R 7 R R A R e ) R N L T R VR R A8 BT 18 4y
0 4.254 F 11127, M3 A 22 6.873, HAE 1% B9 035 PEK-F BB 35, xRS “Bha e B Z M
Ll R 7 ] 2 PN T 0 T B R R 8 R B 3 I, X R IR S A N R e 1 0 AR
B 915 3 R X AT, AT S e i s 5 ] 5 PN T 1% B 9 R A X B R A . L=, T
SR R B A 25 S A I W s, S R, 5 R E SR L, R R I S R AR
S BE I AE RN i 7.022, HAE 10% A9 5 PR KOF 3, X SR, R bR B B K R ARSI
T 20 % BR AR 2L 10 3 v T AR B B 5, DA 48 s s R g [l K N R AR TR I D AR 2 R
Rt 22 R B 45 J T A9 S RN B 0 B R N R

Zx B ATHL BT A R AR B K e 20 R WY, 5 SR X B b A B B Y [ KA L, R
S it T A/ B B0 B I SR R, P R 15 R R R 7 3 R TR G A AR, 3 A A i R
TP R R S X — " A B BRI AR A R L A 1 E AR LA

2. BE Ty vt 69 18109 23 B

SRy 20T TR R 5 R S it AN [ B85 SR 1Y) T G A PN S A B 4 O T Y 22 5, ATH 75
VBRI FEL 52 5 119 2% R 48 50 3 — [ P By 42 12 B, A6 M R A T ) i DID SRRy 3 A o 257 1
R STl T — ] AP 9 1 A A B R E Y S, TR R A0 R

google, = a,+ajisolate, + u, +1, + &, (3)

Horh, AR HE google, 273 T 1M B R B & FOE BE A 1 1) [ ¢ A S0 R A8 800w o B R 1 58 5K
JOE, 45 T AN Bt [ 22 £k 1) 6] 5% 11 A AR i 140 5 ) L 4n SC Ak o B P58 55 ) 5 g, Ay B (1] T 5 48500, 45 1
25 [ 32 3] i e ] oo (9 52 e (LU A 22 55 S0 L A 3R i i 55 ) 5 6, MER2ZZT . isolate, A% i
At RoR i B ¢ H R S0 RE IR R B T BUR, 5 500 R R B BUR A S Rt S
SANIE 1, BIH 00 o, A FRATE 8O 09 FR &, H 20 1 72 vhi B0, 5 900 FRb g7 A
B U 4 [l S AR L, S B8 P 9 7 IR SR 5 | B 12 T PN 9 1 i M R B AN 97 9 T R Y 22 A o

MHHZE RN 6 s 2% 6 25 1 0 (1% PR A8 1 o 55 T 11 35 TR 48 B30 32 1) A i R 4 5k, 45 2R
IR, isolate ZEAGITHETE 5% 0 EF KT W2 i, XRUIEREE b T, 5500 e
A B SR Y [ G L, S B R 25 A 7 BSR4 L 5 v T R VR 4 AR AR R A AR, PR T
BRI S B R (BT RO A X AN IR o AE BE IR b, S 1 4 i A B A% A B X T B 4 R A B
SEmR, FATINAT 8 el il R PEAE 4% WWOHT 46 2L (news), & 6 %6 2 5 45 R IR, isolate £t R AL
HRORTE 5% MKV L3R, i — 20 Hh, X 2R IR 1T 1T AT 38R 58, T iR
FRL, SEUESS SR ARG E SC, B 25 R R, 78 S AR g 7 AP B B Z AT 1—7 K, SE 50 20 5 %)
HREH [ 52 10T 1 WIS AR RO 0 3 22 5, (R AE St R P 297 BOR S, 59 0 BREH [ AR 1L, 55
50 20 [ G 0 TR VR R AR B 35 N W 33X S Bt < R B S AR B BB S, 2 ] N G A B
O it 1) T LA A T I, DN AR B AR A A AR

72 6 55 3 51 A A o A T HL S B e BOR 3 A I R AR AR 25 R WK, isolate REATHETE
1% 7K 75 3 0 1F o X R, 7R T 0, 5 St R B A0 7 B Y [ R L, St < R B
SN B BUR 4 [ G b HURE e A48 BB AR R B fm, ROAR A1 T B0 ) T BR R B 3 e T AR S
B 5 TR AR b, [RIREANAC T 3B e il 28 A7 45 SR I 48 20 (news ) LAAE ] 8514 4% AR 1Y 52
W, 275 4 5045 R IR, isolate fili T R BAKIRAE 1% /K- 3 0 1E o i —20 b, 5 X i 52 B i3 R 45 5k
AT T AT AR S, BT IR BRI, SEUESS SR AR TE S, 5 W, S R R 2 A1 B
T AT 12 J8], 5256 40 5 % BE 20 1 5K A9 W 2 e 44 R i B0 A W 35 25 5, 7 S it A B 2 BUR
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J, Sk B E AR L, S0 4 I SR 0 L R B A R R B 35 T . I 4B i, R R s S R
St i, 3 [ G AE BRI 2 23 T T Bl | R AR A B8 B S T R MBI P S B A R T B R
[CENVANYEER STV EPO R /A (38

& 6 DID#LE: NERRIIEREE S

THREREEL HLRE B L
(1) (2) (3) (4)
isolate -3.332" -3.076" 0.317" 0.301"
(1.459) (1.540) (0.000) (0.001)
news 0.080" 0.079
(0.033) (0.045)
P ] i 52 258 7 il Eti| ] gl
I % 5 A0ONE i ik il £yl
e i 1 A0 Pl il kil kil
N 860 860 126 126
R 0.436 0.449 0.188 0.189
A GRERBTR

21 28 LR B CLSE 5 48 4 SARS HINT i 8% RIS HE 38 R 2 A R e N L TR Sk e
) 31, 2020 AFAF- 41557 e i 98 52 15 Mk A I, R SR SR Il U IS R SR BT A% R A BTy P9 A I (L
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BT GV B DR JE T AL o e, IAAMBI AP RR 25 5 AR T, 0 17 0 2 U Sk 1 e
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COVID-19 Epidemic, Early Prevention and Control Actions
around the World and Effect Evaluation: An Empirical Study
Based on the Perspective of External Prevention and
Internal Control

Qian Xuesong, Ding Hai, Zheng Dechang

(School of Economics, Huazhong University of Science and Technology, Wuhan 430074, China)

Summary: At the beginning of 2020, the COVID-19 epidemic outbroke. While decisively taking meas-
ures such as cutting off the channels of transmission and joint prevention and control mechanism, the Chinese
government achieved important achievements in the national battle against the epidemic. Meanwhile, the
COVID-19 epidemic continues to spread in other countries such as Europe and the United States, which ex-
poses the loopholes in epidemic prevention and control in some countries. Especially, what kind of external
prevention measures did those governments take in the early stages of the epidemic? Were these external pre-
vention measures effective? Were the internal control measures taken by some governments appropriate?
Moreover, was strict external prevention and lax internal control the reason for the worsening of the epidemic
situation in many countries? These questions need to be answered urgently.

This paper summarizes external prevention and internal control measures taken by countries in the early
stages of the epidemic. Furthermore, we evaluate the effect of external prevention, and compare internal con-
trol measures around the world. Empirical results show that from the perspective of external prevention, many
countries immediately implemented a variety of entry restriction policies to respond to the COVID-19 epidem-
ic. From the perspective of internal control, we construct an indicator reflecting the strictness of internal con-
trol based on the Google search index, which shows that the internal control measures in the early stage of the
epidemic were quite different worldwide. Compared with countries taking lax external prevention measures,
internal control measures were relatively lax for countries taking strict external prevention measures. Specific-
ally, for countries taking strict external prevention measures, the government and people not only paid little at-
tention to the COVID-19 epidemic, but also took insufficient measures and efforts to keep social distancing.
These empirical evidences reveal that at the beginning of the epidemic, the government and people did not pay
enough attention to the epidemic, and hoped to keep the virus out of the country through the entry restriction
policy, but the internal control is weak. Precious time won by China’s active fight against the epidemic has not
been utilized by those countries, which led to the worsening of the epidemic situation.

This paper is helpful to understand the cause of the spread of the COVID-19 epidemic worldwide, and it
has clear policy implications to further optimize epidemic prevention and control. First, it is necessary to estab-
lish a coordination and communication mechanism based on cooperation and strengthen domestic epidemic
control. Second, identifying the virus’s origin is a serious scientific issue. It is up to scientists to research and
draw evidence-based conclusions, and we should adhere to scientific principles and avoid politicizing it.

Key words: COVID-19 epidemic; external prevention and internal control; entry restriction policy;

Google search index; social distancing
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