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5505 53 18R S BOE HEA T VC I — 5 T, SR FH PRI 85 rh i 4l 44 BR AR AR EATUC s O —
AT, A7 1 ik g DG 2, A R T A Ml 98 S B 40 % | PG5 5 ) U 7 AR B AT IS L o SR, X ik i
G EIT A IR

WAL, 5 BEULIA A R (1) X KA i R 28 948 i, 212K F Brandt 55 (2012) 2 4iL (1) CIC4 5311
77 AR A A 48 EOREE SR DL 2000 48 S S 1 SEBR A (2) 5 RN T8 2y 0 rpofl R Y 4
T[] i SR Ay e AR S Bk E R T, LU KT 5 E B AR ZE AR R, MELLARAR (R AR R IR,
20176), PAS SCAUHIF 5T — % 52 5t 1 4ll s (3) 8 101 461 A Y e 46 7 1T, 2000—2006 4F- 4 v 35
TCHIE AR N TR T A 2 T YR U 8 - v [ 2 O 28 0 8l 1 24 ) 7 1 36 e vk R T 3., 2007 41
B h L n iAo AR R PR E R et R N B TR 36 00 AR ST IR (4) i GRSk A
WITS( Word Integrated Trade Solution) Wi ,

() SEUEE A3 Hr

L3R ENH . 3 F BB BT, A SCTERRY (1) i S flt b A7 38 [m1E, LU 25 25 22 08 (B ek
Bl 17 S R S, 2 B AR v ) B LI B IAE ] — £l P9 0T BE A AE T B A K [A)
FBE, AR SCAE A Ml J2 18 6] [0 AR HE R IR AT T RIS (R, Sy bt S0 b o (A9 52 o, FRAT TR £ 11 7
sty it JSECHE B 23 A PSR T T 1% MO4R R AR, [RIF &5 R 3% 1,

F 1S (D) SR i T Aol B s ) (B R0z o AR al L& B, [m1E R 20k 0.052, 7 1% 11
BT ) O T LB (2T ol i o | W W Dl T O DR o e 972 R s W E N 5
FA B A i BORITISC A KT 7T BT[] 051 285 2 77 AR s o, 55 (2) B A6 285 (D A 3Rl B n AT B 9 B -
[i7) [ 72 3500, 45 R 7R, treat x post AL TH R BOMIR W35 R 1E o [RIBSE, Sy 6 R 7™ i A B R 36
B AL T4 SRR T, FRATLESE ()R I A T HS6 A5 7™ b [ 52 5500, 45 5 7, B4 (8 B ol 4 % i1
17 iy i AT 26 B0k B8 35 1 I 1) 4

Tk — 25 M, S ) A PR 2 6F Y 07 O B A B, AR SCFE S (4) B i A T sk A R R
AW AT A RS | Rl ST 2 B B AT B BEAS R A B BEAS 7 bl DL R R U A 4 ] AR
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M ZRF 2000 FE 6 B

i, DA B A AR B R AR AAT R 22 55 s SR i Ak IR o RS b, 5 B A A N E Tl R
%, HRZ R EA M, B R AT B A SEA Gy 88 1, 1 B 2% 153 2004 4554 {81 S 1
B AN A A 08 A S A T Al A P FH A 5 9 S P ) K [ 5 1 A T B (L BR B BUR, 7
AN A T AR AR AR i, AN, A SGAIMA T Hh H e 4 fe B 5 1 1 OGBS 2, ARl 4l
BT I ) O T3 A e O 34 E . 4530 BoR, FT15 00 treat x post 2 BUK SR 8. 28 1E, UL HH B4 {E
o SO 7 o o ) B T R B D A o AR I SC ) B S 4 AT A AR A R R, R X —
SR JERAE T — J7 T, WG B0 A B TSI AR Ml R A7 1 B 7 R, S Al R AT R A B
FNHE AR Pt )38 25, DT 4 e Aol i BT S 38 53— D7 T, B 07 A s A B T4 n il 7 oA
e AR, Al BB AS HE 118 BT 1Y E]

®1 EEDS
Ty (1) (2) (3) 4)

treatxpost 0.052"(2.904) 0.051"'(2.867) 0.071"(4.204) 0.103"(2.386)

Pl A il

Aioll [ A il it il il

i 660 5 20 ] il il Fa il

LR ] ] 2401 il il il

7 b B S R il il

N 3141305 3141273 3141187 114 256
R 0477 0.478 0.581 0.664

TE: FE PR Al R TR ¢, R AR 1%.5% i 10% 9 BT TRl

2. AT SR BT 56 o R AU 22 00k 5 B /2 A7 #a 3 (Parallel Trend) s, BT 2456
TR 5 A58 0 2 5 F Ah 34 5 ) R 2R A O S it 2 BT AR I 25 R AR B S 8 BRI R, AR SO
U5 F KR S (2018) A i, 5 S48 (B 0 22 AR 22 05 PR 2 Al A 1 1 7 il ot BT 0 A b
ACAEZE 570 5 I F 2004 4F N L LUE AR 03 b, B (R B B0 BOR 1Y S RACR B i 3 1 4ol i 15 7
st i ST ) A8 Ak b AR SO ST 1 (R B S it 2 A A AR 0 i DL AR B 5 trear IR A LI, K HN AR
RYC) AT A, A0 SRS T R EOR B2, WR WA S B slar o B 36 2 28 (1) —(3) F1 AT,
treat X year2001 . treat X year2002 Fltreat x year2003 04 1 11 28 B0 A o 2, 10 W 76 B8 (BB o0 55 S it
ZH, A B 55X R 0 R P B A R O AR TE 25 5, ek T A AT R R

x2 FTEBRERAR

(1) (2) (3)
treat<post 0.229°(1.778) 0.212°(1.670) 0.163°(1.731)
treat<year2001 0.003(0.024) —0.011(-0.107) —0.096(—1.029)
treat<year2002 0.071(0.591) 0.063(0.551) -0.001(=0.007)
treat<year2003 0.149(1.266) 0.137(1.149) 0.140(1.485)
AR i £yl et
il i K il il il
P ][5 5 2017 i £l £l
I e ] [ 22 38007 £yl et
77 it [ R KT il
N 114 704 114 594 114 256
R 0.474 0.480 0.664
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3.CERIRIRT LS . TG, A R A IBTR A (], B A (R B AR Y A AR B TR]
2001 47,2002 415 2003 4F, #4 HEBT (4 treat x post HEAT M1UH o WS AF 51 14 2516 55 56 0fi [0 )3 T 4525
VOARL, BERH Y 177 b T A B8 T I AN J2 pl 38 (B O A Sk 1Y), TR A BV A R A i B OR ) AF
03, A5 R AT LAAS B 5 FE v [0 ) — BOW 2518 o HOR, i e I AL 2 . B M, A SORE 538 (R
TR b DX 08 3T A S TS b DX Ay A B2 At S o b DX S R, SRR AT A R, NER 35
(=) BN s WG TH25 S ml LLE S, 78 8 B0k & A 8] 2 05, TS 21 B treat X postfli 11 &
BN 3, 3k 5 B [T A 25 RO — B, UEWIAS SCEE T3 1 A5 B BIF 9T 4510 2 A R, 15 (B B e
AR B RE A R Al tE L ST ER T IR, 2 3 58 (4) 8 U, A0 SRR A AR 1 Ak B 2 PR
HEAT MUE B, 38 B30 treat X post X H 172 f df B Ak T F 45 SRR B35, X 5 346 1 0938 [l 5 25 S
ASHALE, VLB T SO B R Al T 25 32 AT RE Y .

®3 ZEFAKRE

) | 2) | (3) @
eyt AR A ISR 2 HE TR ———
2001 4 2002 4 2003 4F

treatxpost —0.022(-0.215) 0.065(1.169) 0.059(1.002) 0.025(0.509)
P A B kil Pl il il
AW da il bl il ikl
P ¥ 1 5 A0 ikl i ikl kil
IR % ] — i i) 1 2 A7 kil Pl il il
7 it [ U il bl il ikl

N 114 256 114 256 114 256 114 256

R 0.664 0.664 0.664 0.664

4. FatbER s, v

(D) F il P BUR B S P PR 2R o BRAR I IR 16 3% B 348 (1 B0 ol 55 B0 19 S it o T A 3 24 5 %
HRZE TN &5 A2 B ALY, a7 o A A T 22 05 R G, (BT T 1 HE B — 1> i DX 78 3547 19 (B B0 el o 1 32 3]
HABGRFABERF M, X —IF00T, A3 2 R0 %] B2 AR 1T 58 78 BOOR S5 2 7 st © S fE 7E 25
S0, DTS 8 2EL (0 1 107 it i SO 25 5 Ol A 80 T — T 00 X [0 05 45 2R 7 52 e, A SO et
I T 52 e 398 {38 o0 B R 1R T 4 DX R 3R T 14 (B Ao g 4008 8 rrean i AT AR T, A5 R I, XAk
FF R BE open., [8 %2 5% 7= 8 0 invest , SEFR L IX A 7= BB rgd p A J & B patent %t 38 (B B B0 B
BT B W5 o R, AR SCR Bk T e KR 43 ) 5 1S (BB e i 3 K U028 B posst 1) 38
HIP AR (1) HEAT[EE, 25 58 R B, treat x post i 1815 22 50475 42 35 0 1, 3 150 B BE o [] 15 45
SR

(2) HE B AR whili o QSR AEREAS BA P [ B & A 7 At 5 0 7= B A S B BRSR b
] 25 S 0 HE A PR 2 32 B2 A . 5 R AR R AR (2017a) 0L, A SC =B BR (G5 2100 5 ke
W 5E ) (Agreement on Textile and Clothing, ATC) % 1% Hy F1 77 5 di BB SE 0, 3% Db 5 A9 K 11 7wk
HH 200541 H 1 HE, KR E 56 E KRR 4 B 25 2 0 TE AR B R
o At FBCA A A A 7 SRR D, A 7 38 1l B A 75 B EC A, I 2 S e s H 2 )5

@© BRF R, Fofe v A a0 25 RARAE SO R FRD o
@ i & T 4E D € Y Multi-Fiber Arrangement, MFAD «
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A R AL R A T3 AT B2 51 AR S 10 7= 5 B AR T (R AR R MK 45, 2017a)
S HE B 3X — B R [ U3 25 B 09 5% i, AR SO 4 Liu A1 Lu(2015) A9 05005, 1 € AR Ny A8
ATC x time A7 A o 254l Fir b A7l S 25 21 55 il WIAT CHUE A 1; 75 WIH 0, #5 4l Ak 7
2000—2004 4F, timeBU{E A 0; 75 MIEL 1. 4550 BoR, fE% & T ATC 1K 1k — whi 2 )5, B (E Bl ol 4
Xof H 07 i i B ) S AR R AR SR R feke

(3) 5Bk 2004 AFREAS . R T A< b 1 X396 (BB i 3K T 2004 4F 7 A 1 H R FF 4R 920, 1X &
W % R 22 45 A BUR B A2 A A A A T A 2 47 58 A VR 4 AR 7 R0 1140, TR, R B 1k 2004 4R FE
AN 25 77 A AR 15, AR SCHIBR 2004 AFFEAR 2 05 TR EE o 4550 % B, 7ESIBR T 2004 4 4E A
LU, 28 H Witreat x post i) 2 BUMCHR 135, 33 55 Foffe 1] 09 45 5RAH LU TR e A AR T A2 4k

(4) 5B 2005 4758 2E A BIREAR o 2004 47 398 (E B 20 A BT X AR U b IX 1) 8 47k, X 7T
RE AT 75358 43 4ol Jhy 1 3R AR BOR AL B AE 2005 4R AZRACHIL X, MU 1 BORE A S 6101, S T4
X — I, AR SO S 2R I B A5 (2014) SR AG “ = AR FIBTbRAE” , 76 A olk- B 0 -7 & -Isf [i) 4
B EREA A HEAGE HAE B, S5k 2005 4F T EA FLE TR AU X SO ATk B REA 2 )R, PR
FPmIA, 255 % B, ZE 5B th Ak A 2B 2 AR AR B R 15 22 5, 384 (B Bd 20 X6 1 11 7 b
st T AR T R AR R 35 A I, T3 T A SCAS ) A 348 R B BT H 17 S TR A S R R A Y

(S)BIRAT I ERAE . HI T~ 2225 (2018) 45 1, 2004 4F 19 (4 B 4% 328 5 e 625 46 il il 4k
TALAE 8 ATk, AT REAS & BEALAY, & 5170 AR B i Re 5 6o J6 T L, S B BR A7k RRAF
A AR T R R, FRATTASAR B R (B o 1 3 A ATl ) FH b DX TR] 1 25 5 X0 b B 55 6 B4 [
5 R SR, treat x post (1 181 U5 R ECATYAR .35 0 1., U BH A SCAS HH 04 14 (B0 SO0 50T 1 1 77 & o o
FA) 5 ) 285 18 S Y o

(6) B 1 117 i SR AR o A SRR, AR SO 42 B2 38 A 77 3 (TFP) BN R F T ACF 5
o ARREAS UL, FRATAE X BLA TS T DL OP 1 S ) 42 B2 3R AR 7= S R0 E 7™ b . AS [T
FETTE T TFP A% % BV 5 1 101 77 it i AR A 34 R, DL ACF 30 53 () & B8 A 7 R B
= T OP i, AW}, UL ACF 715 A A 77 5007 i il SR (E B B 8 5 T OP 5, X6 OP 3L %)
BRI T, DL BRI A% 5 1k SR B A T A — R A AR T
A, 1E 9 3 /Y B A s Ak fa 3ok B B 2% . E— 0 H, FRATH LA OP VN4 40 8 /4 7 R A5 5
B4 07 i it SO 5 B (B R B R AT 00, IR T 55 5 5 96 1 o i S o [ A A 7 He A, RS
H itreat x post Ak 1T 2R BCBEA H B K AR B, AKAR 8 38 0 1, 33X 156 BH 386 {6 B0 50 % 11 7 i i
O P 5 T A PR 10 7= i S 3y 32 (A [ i 7= A AR 3

L AR

ASFER 3 AR Ml A7 i A5 R 11 e [t S5 6 T S 4R BE, X 1 Sk 2 #EAT SEIEA 5, LA
484 (L0 A0 S M Y 10 7t ot SO A SR R RE AR

inno, = p,+p treat; X post,+ X +y, + &+, + A, + g, (6)

input_qual, = 5,4+ 6,treat; X post, + 0X +y, + &+, + A, + &, (7)
o1, inno, 7R A ifE 4 BB 530, Capaldo(2007)48 i, & FIFIHT 7™ il I & SRR M 1t 4l
BH B8R B8 bR o SR, DL A 1 6 37 St 800 Al AR A 52 i ik 2 i T8 ) o
]2 A AR 1 R 1 3l 9 — AR 215 B, JEAE SO B8 R 9 Bt a6 A BE 1 LA K T 3 (6 T T AF
TEW] 8 I JE (T 5 SE 46, 20115 BERPC A, 2014 FURZLANE AR 0, 2015) 0 BRIk, 9 T 76 K2 el
BT R B[] IR, s Sz e R0 B 7 AR B T 35 0 (B RN 28 55 280 a8 , AR ST A M7 7 o 7 A

. 88 o



B MmEE: gEsNE S0 nimnRA R

BTG B R U5 T v T A e B8 g, £ FH I LA Brandt 45 (2012) #2456 (%) CIC4 37 3
K& 8B ] FEAE SN G T MoA% 2005200 o inpur_qual, 367 A i 0E A4F JTF 3 11 5 v a) & B 6, 35 )
Z: [ Feng 55 (2016) 1 t§07%, 8 HHEX & Bl BEC(Broad Economic Catalogue) 73 2877 it 477U o H
R H, B el BEC ARG 5 Al ik F1 7= 5 59 HS6 A i E 47 % i, IR BEC ARG R “ 1117 “ 1217
“217%227 %317 93227 427 “ 537 [k F A E] o UK, TEE Al — AR A — R R B T i G B
] B AN EL, 2D R A A A B R T e SR AN, DAL
A Sy 3k 1 o [ it B i A A S 8w 0 oy RS, 43 ) B e T At e s 0T il B3 £ 4 L 3 11 v ) ot JB
A EZI . 3 (6) A2 (7) i oAb AR B ) 7 5 SEER Y (1) — 8, KR Rk 4 i,

F4 ZEAHKE

M | 2 3) | @
inno input_qual

treatxpost 1.340°(1.871) 1.6107(2.367) 1.087"(2.750) 1.103(2.936)

Pl AR fhil il il il

il [ E R il il il il

s [ 2 2 2801 il il gyl il

Y i I ] [ 50 il il

7 it AR il il

N 29 394 28 850 114 704 114256
R 0.982 0.984 0.960 0.963

F 4RI (1) () FNEXT K (6) BYATTAE R, 55 (3) L (D FN (T B R EER . WL 4
551 ()3T LUE H, 38 R 2 X 1Ml 387 S A% A [l U 2R 300 385 O I, 36 582 ) 98 (LB o4 o
TR S A T AL QBT SRR T, TR AIE T BGE 1, BIAR M AT SR v o 1 (B ek
HPR TR DT A DA — YR . i 4 R REE(3) | (4) BT DU B, B (ELBE R 2 e T A
b 1 E] R A e, DT 8 T B I 2, 3 3 W A b 1 v ] e B e A (EL B A L
T A SR O — AR E

N RS

AR 3 AEAS AL (1) Y JE At b, DA BIF 2 5 B A7 3 3R 25 4 B DA K Al Bir A B X =4
2 J5E 43 BT S (B SOk H 0 B S ST S e,

1AM AIF A 5 B o Ay G 6 185 (A0 A0 0 S 10 7t it JB 140 552 Wil A () AF 4 5 88 il vy 2 75 7
E 25 5, AR SCR AP B A8 o5 Tl g™ (B 0 b i 4 S A o B e AT it BE Al Ay Rl 43
WA g+ 2 A AIF 22 5 88 R TR L AF 5 118 v 28, U Sy s A i 5 B Al 5 A5 DU S AR AT i 5 E A
b BHEEE R IR, treat x post 11 Z 50 835, U BH 39 (EUBE 040 i IF & o B8 ol 9 11 7 i
B\%‘iﬁﬁf‘g%%ﬁ”@; *ﬁfi, 71’51'[5.55)1:73&@@\1[&3@ @Uﬂ 'jfj, treatXpostE@/%%ﬁ(ﬁ%y‘?IE, ﬁ%@%ﬁ:ﬂiﬁﬁ
5 P Al T, (BB SO Al 1 BGER B TRE RTHE nTRERY IR T, A
SR B Al B AT B I EOR BT RE T, B B 0 A 7 KA R, o B (BB B 0 SRR R R
FACZ T, ARBIF 25 5 B A o T X 434 (50 A 5 il oty Sk F) A5 AR 110 [ g 9 7 5 8 JUAS, B 25 o T R Ao
BN, BT RIS, M5 5 H 157 i it 5

@ RT g, B EE RS BB
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2. FTAbAT L B AR B L O 5 S AR MO H T A B R R A A2 Al P AR ATl
AR B 52, A SO S [ (2003) 19 J5 16, B AR AR 43 Ry 57 3l 8 AR RUA T L B AR
BEIAT M . S5 I, A8 57 3N 8 AR ARVl v, 8 (BB SOt E A Al T R R 3 R
1, 3X 3R W 3G B0 el 5 0T 55 20 25 A2 BUA T A 10 0 7= ot B B 0 R PR AR B A AR
BT B B S5 R v, trear x post WA TH R EOA 25, 10 W1 3G {ELBE SO T 1 10 77 i il BT 9%
AU, X 25 R F R R, KDk, T 55 s s AT R th D )
SRR T 95 8 01 AR AS A 3, FLF B (B AR S EOR AT A BT 5, 3 0T B 17
5T — H AL THAR KT o 2 3G (B B O & A ], Al T I ) Bl 7 08, 1 B 7 450 AR T
1 55 2y 5 HE ATl A9 £ Ml 6 R B A0 1 S A5 LBl DI H 17 5 AR 23 T AL Z T,
AR S FAR B AR RT3 55 B & e ) BB AR GK B A 1 H 7™ i 5 Jo (9% 1) 3 25 [], S BCHE XS
HE A 2R 1) B g I AN SR

3o AL A o SRy o AT (RGO X 7 T A R e AR SR 1 R M BT A R 2R
Il 11 A T 2 5, [ 2 5 58] [ AT £l B F 52 52 BOR O 3 S BUR 32 R5 M RR IR 2, AR SCKERE AR S 43
S A Al AR E A Al 38 FH 43 2 8] H 3 25 2848 (B B0 X A [ i A il ol t 1507 8 i JoE 1
SR, Ad 25 S BR, 78 EAA A B BHE Y treat x post ) 22 B B3, 3 15d BH 18 (B BE oe 5 %) [ A
Ak P B P A B R R e AR A AL B N R treat X post B R BUNIE, H.
W ARG, X SR I (R e B8 3 B T A Al i 7 BT, X R, A
A AR M BUE A Al P AR A P ROR 5 BB SRR B 2k CRAE S, 2012), 3% 4 FE A Al 7E
T XoF 185 (B T B, N8 S RO RE AR B A B T, DI B0 E P S E A DUAR T R
LA Al i JEE 1 9% 4 RR R D, A — o B B LSS T ) G B e ) SRR B, i AR A
Al F T R R AR BB B2, 7 BT A B S ) K, A (B R St B, Al R
) Ul el JFC T 25 5 3 Ao A R B 3 10 R IO e D A 3 SR A B B T

’ts—ﬁ“ﬁ&)ﬁﬁ‘

BB BE, 3 [ O AR O — A~ 24 RIS A9 52 5 R, HL5 SR 1 8 1 45 52 0 i [ A L, 3 A5 A
ANBYZER o SE BT JURAR SR, T 257 i 1 B B 1] e e e S B B, 20T A
A —, MR 22 T R A AR i R A B a0 A 5 o R B fEIX — W SRR, AR S0
A T AL DN ZEAR P o, DLBRAE IS (B A o DDA R, R G070 A 38 (EU B R 15 1 07 i i J5 119
PAE G ZR, 1 Bl 2004 45 i 15 A b M DX B30 e 0 b o ol X — o AR SE 587, M 2000—
2007 4F 3 [ Tk Al Mg 5 Bk 101585 B, A 4 1 20 1 [ 0 A a5 A R AT 114 2 Al
b, SR OOUER 265 7305 75 6 004 (EUBE AR 00 1 107 il il B0 B0 2 M 8, o R 6 B (1) SR T &, 34
B AR S e R T Al R T B AR T, AR T T A Y R TR AR HEBR BOR B
Zlijihﬁﬁjk%ﬁ%?l?ﬁ?iﬁnzji,énmﬁwkﬁiio (2) x5 M AL 4 23 Br S5 R 56 2R W, — 5 I,
S (L A 2 e o e [T 5 A8 B i v Al A9 BRI Bk, TR T B 55— 5 T
S (BB A RE A8 0 o 30 i Aol AR S < BURR, 5 | Aol o 11 SR 094 o ) A O g
at il B AR T (3)#E— 20 My, S B 20 M 4 B, B (B S0 X o 1077 o ot JBC 40582 e R AT il
TF 24 5 B2 P A7 oMl 2 30 5 A 8 I i A 2 XA D T A i 22 S, B AR 28 B A AT 4 5 2 Al Ak
T 55 4 A TAT A B Aol B AR A Aol B 7l ot TR i T A T (S A v A
SR Al A T A B AR AR AT Al A R R Al i R SO A R B
SN
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China’s Value-added Tax Reform and Quality Upgrade
of Export Products

Sheng Dan, Yang Huimei

(School of Economics, Nankai University, Tianjin 300071, China)

Summary: At this stage, China’s economy has shifted from a high-speed growth stage to a high-quality
development stage. We must adhere to quality first, promote quality changes in economic development, accel-
erate the construction of a manufacturing power, and promote the construction of a trade power. Under this
background, improving the quality of export products, cultivating new advantages in export competition, and
realizing the conversion of export products from low-price competition to quality competition have become a
problem that must be considered at present.

Based on the perspective of supply-side structural reforms, this paper takes the deepening of the value-ad-
ded tax (VAT)reform as the starting point, systematically analyzes the internal relationship between the VAT
reform and export product quality. Then, using the quasi-natural experiment of China’s 2004 VAT reform in
the northeast area and the data of China’s annual survey of industrial firms and customs import and export
trade from 2000 to 2007, this paper investigates the impact of the VAT reform on export product quality
through the method of difference-in-differences based on a comprehensive description of the evolution charac-
teristics of China’s export product quality. The results show that, first, the VAT reform has a significant posit-
ive effect on export product quality and is conducive to the quality upgrade of export products. After consider-
ing a series of robustness tests, the conclusion is still valid. Second, the mechanism analyses and tests show
that the innovation performance of firms and the quality of imported intermediate products are the main chan-
nels through which the VAT reform affects export product quality. Finally, the heterogeneity analyses show
that the effect of the VAT reform on export product quality varies depending on R&D intensity, factor intens-
ity and the form of ownership. Specifically, the effect is more obvious in low-R&D-intensive firms, labor-in-
tensive firms and non-state-owned firms.

Based on the above findings, the main enlightenments of this paper could be concluded as follows: First,
the tax reduction policy has a positive effect on the improvement of export product quality, and the appropri-
ate expansion of the coverage of preferential tax policies is optional. Second, the government should make full
use of the tax reduction policy’s guidance and motivation to stimulate firms’ investment and speed up techno-
logical upgrading, and take the improvement of innovation performance and quality of imported intermediate
products as important paths for improving firms’ export product quality. Furthermore, the formulation of tax
policies should be more targeted and structured, and firms with weak R&D foundations, low technological
levels and more constraints should be focused on.

Key words: VAT reform; export product quality; innovation performance; quality of imported

intermediate products
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