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The “New Flying-Geese Pattern” and Industrial
Development in the “ Belt and Road” Area

Zhou Huarongl, Liu Youjinl, He Shengbingl’2

(1. Business School, Hunan University of Science and Technology, Xiangtan 411201, China;
2. Research Base of Strategic Emerging Industries in Hunan Province, Xiangtan 411201, China)

Summary: The traditional “flying-geese” theory cannot reasonably explain the new characteristics of
industrial development in various countries. In the global production network, a multi-level system of interna-
tional specialization has emerged, which is dominated by intra-product specialization, and the coexistence of
inter-industry specialization, intra-industry specialization and intra-product specialization. The industrial de-
velopment in the new international specialization system needs new theoretical explanation. The existing liter-
ature proposes the concept of “new flying-geese pattern” from the perspective of industrial development ech-
elon, but lacks a systematic study of its connotation, operation mechanism and characteristics. The industrial
development echelon is only the basis of the existence of “flying-geese” relation, which cannot reflect the
complete connotation of “flying-geese” relation.

This paper puts forward the “new flying-geese pattern” of industrial development in the new internation-
al specialization system. On the basis of tracing the traditional “flying-geese” theory, it takes trade coopera-
tion and industrial relocation as the entry point, makes a theoretical analysis of the “new flying-geese
pattern” , and verifies this pattern of industrial development in the “Belt and Road” area. The results of empir-
ical analysis are as follows: Firstly, the industrial development in the “Belt and Road” area shows the form of
“flying-geese” echelon development and taking off in sequence, with the pattern of “big goose group” nes-

ted with “small goose group” as well as “multi-level flying geese”, and the “leading goose” effect does not
. 92 .
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originate from a single country alone. Secondly, the countries along the “Belt and Road” have improved pro-
duction efficiency, industrial development shows a trend of diversification and upgrading, and their comparat-
ive advantages in the medium and high technology industries have increased. Some emerging markets have
achieved “leapfrog” development, while their comparative advantages in high-tech industries mainly come
from low value-added links. Thirdly, after the “Belt and Road” Initiative was put forward, there has been a
significant increase in one-way shift of comparative advantages in the region, but the promotion effect of in-
dustrial restructuring and upgrading in countries along the “Belt and Road” has not been fully manifested.
Therefore, it is necessary to develop the “Belt and Road” production network, cultivate the “multi-level fly-
ing geese” pattern, enhance the “leading goose” function of China’s high-quality development, and promote
the “new flying-geese pattern” of regional industrial development.

The contributions of this paper are as follows: Firstly, this paper puts forward the “new flying-geese pat-
tern” of industrial development and analyzes its operation mechanism and main characteristics under the new
international specialization system. Secondly, this paper empirically verifies the main characteristics of the
“new flying-geese pattern” using the export trade data of the “Belt and Road”, analyzes the impact of the
“Belt and Road” Initiative on it, and puts forward some policy suggestions on regional industrial develop-
ment.

Key words: “new flying-geese pattern” ; the “Belt and Road” Initiative; regional trade network; shift

in comparative advantages
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growth to preferential poverty reduction, the evolution of subjects from government undertaking to multi-party
linkage, and the evolution of objectives from paying attention to material revealing backstop to multi-dimen-
sional empowerment. (3) The CPC has received great achievements in poverty reduction, and the production
and living conditions of farmers have appeared a qualitative leap. From now on, China should lay emphasis on
the problem of relative poverty on the basis of preventing poverty-returning, and adopt the way of overall plan-
ning of urban and rural areas to promote equality and development.

The contributions of this paper may include that: (1) It systematically combs the evolution process of the
CPC’s poverty reduction thoughts, which enriches the historical research of this area. (2) By analyzing the
evolution characteristics of the CPC’s poverty reduction thoughts, it summarizes the general rules of “shift”
and “invariability” behind them, which deepens the scientific understanding of the formation and connotation
of the CPC’s poverty reduction thoughts. (3) Taking rural areas as the observation object, it arranges the Buck
Survey Data from 1920s to 1930s to combine with other modern rural data, and compares them with the relev-
ant data at the present stage, which intuitively presents the centennial poverty reduction effect of the CPC.

Key words: the Communist Party of China; poverty reduction; evolution of thoughts; achievements of

poverty reduction
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